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During the night of zfith-zyth the sweepers, covered by
destroyers, continued to sweep the Straits ; they sank a number
of range buoys, but found no mines. Unfortunately, the weather
broke on 27th, and a north-easterly gale with heavy rain and
low visibility much impeded our operations until ist March,
when the weather moderated, and the operations inside the
Straits were resumed.

On*i6th February a telegram was received from the Admiralty,
in reply to the Admiral's telegram of 24th (see page 194), stating
that the War Office considered the occupation of the southern
end of the Peninsula to the line Suan Dere-Chana Ovasi was not
an obligatory operation for ensuring success of first main object,
which was to destroy the permanent batteries; though
troops should always be held in readiness to assist in
minor operations on both sides of the Straits, to destroy
masked batteries and engage enemy forces covering them.
Our main army could remain in camp at Lemnos, till the passage
of the Straits was within our hands, when it might be necessary
to occupy the Bulair Lines in order to stop all supplies reaching
the Peninsula. If, however, our operations were successful, they
considered it necessary that ample military forces should be
available to reap the fruits.

The Royal Naval Division of 8,500, two Australian Divisions
of 30,000 and a French Division of 18,000 were being moved
or held in readiness to move within striking distance; and it was
possible that the 29th Division of 18,000 would be sent out
from England. The telegram also confirmed that 10,000 troops
would be sent from Egypt to Mudros for unexpected contin-
gencies, should our operations proceed more rapidly than had
been estimated. It was not intended that they should be
employed in present circumstances to assist naval operations,
which were independent and self-contained. General Birdwood,
who would command the Army, was on his way from Egypt
in the Swiftsure^ to discuss the matter with the Admiral, who was
enjoined to make recommendations if he thought the Army
could help our operations.

This telegram was dispatched before the Admiralty knew of
the success of our attack on the outer forts, and was received at
a moment when less than a couple of hundred bluejackets and
marines had taken almost undisputed possession of most of the